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Hetber the Easing of Blood be Lavful ? 
Anjw. In Auiwer to this Noble 
Quettion, which we have receiv'd 
fom feveral Hands, We reply that we think “sis dawfud, 
and fhai!l give our Reafons why we are of chat mind, and 
then Antwer all che OljeFions againit it thac have come 
to our Knowledge, being thill ready to de fo by any chat 
fhall be turcher brought, or elle to change our Opinion. 
We think chen ‘as lawful toeat Blood, 1. Becaule, 

of God is good, and not to be refus'd, if it 


Queft. 1. 


Every uy? nage : 
be receiv d wit) Thanksgiving, which is as good Reafun as 
5s Scripture, 1 Tim. 4.4. But Blood ture ts a Creature. 
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3. Becaute our Saviour himfelt exprefly tells us, Thae 
wich garth inta the Mouth defileth not a Man, St. Match, 
1g. 11. Confequently all Edibles are lawful, and Blood a- 
mong the reff. 3. 1 he Apottie St. Panl was of the fame 
mnind, as he exp.effes himlelf in teveral places, tee Kom, 
pq. 1g. F Know and am per(wsded by the lord Fefus, thas 
there is nothing unclean of u felf 5 referring co che words 
of owr Saviour before meationed: Agen, in the fame 
Chapter, v- 1. Gite b-lievet he may cat all things, another 
whois weak easeth Herbs: He ts weak, who thinks he may 
not et all things, therctore thole are in this Point {trong 
ia the Faith, or becter inflruéted, who chink all Meats 
ja theafelves indifferent: And again, v. 20 of the famé 
Chiprer, which he repeats, Tit, 1. 15. All things in- 
ded ave puree Agiecable tochis, inthe 1. Cor. 8. He 
feems all along to grant the Indrffcrency of Meats, nay 
even ia thole offerd to Idols, if thereoy the weak be 
not offended ; mofe plainly in the rot’. and v. 23. «all 
things are lawful for me, and thi as the preceding Ver- 
festhow, relating to the fame Idolot'yta, crerefore Blood, 
a Majori, and as well as by Induction. Again, v. 25. 
Whatjoever is fold in the Shambles eat, But Blood is fold 
there, ifany where, che. etore 1¢ mult be Lawful to eat it. 
Aad ’tis his Judgment that even it you know itto be offr'd 


to liols, you are not to ab/lain on account of your OWn Con 


feience, but to eat whacloever 1s let betore yoa, unlets in 
cal of immediate Scandal, and what is meant by chat Scan- 
dal we fhall anon confider. 4. Eating ot Blood isnot unlavful 
becaule the Prohibition ot it was not of the Nusural,but Cere. 
monial Law, and conlequeitly the cb/rgasion thereot ceas'd 
at che Death of our Saviour. Lhe conmfequerce no Chrittian 
denies, but the ajrtion will coft fome pans to p ove, 
Which wethink we can co, iff. by pofissve Scripture, 
and chen by removing al! Objections to the contrary. 
As tor Scriptures we thus argue, 1ff. All the band 
writing Of Ordinances was bloried our by Chrilt and ta- 
ken out of the way, Col. 2. 14. Bue the di/tindfion of 
Meats was among thele Ordinances, Vv. 16. therefore that 
alfo was taken away, and among thofe thac of Blood. 
Again, If ie be not lawful to judge, or cenfure any 
man oa account of nor obierving this diflindion of 
meals, then "tis Jawtul nei to oblerve Ww. The tormer 
is plain, v. 16, Lee no main Judge you in meat and drink : 
Lherefore che Jatter. Laftly, if this diftinction of Meats 
Was typical, chen it cess’d at Chrifts Death, this 1s the 
Apofties own Argument and coniequence, Meats in ge- 
neral, he excepts none, neither Blod nor any thing elle. 
But i¢ was typical, as much as the New Moons or $4b- 
baths, v.17. ich ave a Shadow of things 10 come, And 
perhaps “tis more eae co fhow what chis Sacrednels of 
Blood was Typital of, chau of moft other things in the 
Ceremonial i dw, namely tie Blood of Chrilt, by which 
alone al! the: Bloody Sacrifices of the Law were accepted 
with Gad; nor excluding other Reafons for the prohi- 
bictug it, of which anon, tho’ chat the priucipal. a 
‘Ths pow time co come to Objettions —— That which 
Wis Prohibited before che Law, under the Law, aid un- 
der the Golpel, muft be unlawful: This, fay fome, was 
the Furing of Blood. But here we depy the Minor, as co 
Che Gofpel, aud any univer(al Probrbition of it. The Law 
concerns not us, and as tor its being forbidden to Noah 
and his Sons, we are {ure that fome things were Ceremoni- 


al betore the Law was given at Sinz/, prticularly the di- 
ftinction of clean Beafts and unclerm, known aad oblere'd 
by Nozh, as well as this precept of Blood, Circunciti- 
On given to Abraham &c. Two realons there might be 
for this Prohibition to Noah, one Te: sperary, the other 
Tipical and Ceremoatil, but neither matarsl. The firlt, 
CO prevent that Crueliy, Violence, Bloodfhed and Murther, 
which as it fteems was fo common before the Flood, that 
God torbidding Men co teed on Blood, thereby to keep 
em from a familiarity with ity which hardens men, as 
we lee in Butchery, whillt on the contrary, the rarity of 
its fight might create a herror of it and this feems ime 
ply’d inthe s,and 6, v. of that oth. ot Gen. Surely the 
Blood of your Lives will I reguire. Whojo theddeth Mans 
Blool, by Man fhaM his Blood be fied. And ths imme- 
diately after the Command it felt, “ Fée/h with the Life 
“ thereof, which is the Blood thereof, thal! you not eat. 
The other reafoa is chat already affign’d in the Mofai- 
cal Law, that the Blood was Sacred, and without it no 
Remiffion, according!y Typ:cal of our Saviour, as were 
all Sacrifices, It is che Blood that maketh an Artone- 
ment, the Lite of the Fle-fh is in che Blood; “I have given 
“you it tomake an arionement, Lev. 17. 11. ad this muft 
have been the reaton of all, or at leaftof the Sieody Sa- 
crifices, Offer'd trom the begining of che World. 

suc the moft difficulr part of the Objection fill re- 
mains, thac ‘twas torbidden under the Golpel, in thae 
famous Apoftolical Council and Canon, dd: 15.20, & 
29. Whereby che Chriltians were requir'd by the Holy 
Gnoft as well as the Apottles, 10 2bjtarm from Meats offer'd 
10 Idols, and frum BLOOD, and from things /traneled, and 
from Fornicatim: Andtnis, 1. Atter our Saviours Death. 
2. To the Gentiles. 3. Among necefJary things. 4. And 
equal'd with Fornication, and eating things facrific’'d to 
Idols, both ot which untiwful, theretore allo Eating of 
Blood, and fo efteem’d by the Primitive Church. 

Io Anfwer to which we mutt enqufre, Fir/t, Into the 
true Reafon of che Prohibition, which we think wecan 
prove was nor any thing in Narre, nor delign’d as per- 
petual in the Church, only neceffiry in cthole times and 
circuinftances, not univerilally obliging Ciriftians, the 
Ooligation now ceas'd with the Restons ot it. as is evi- 
de it trom the Judgmeut of Farhers, and the « hole Catho- 
lick Church. As tothe Reatons of the Prebibirsonjtome learne 
ed me. think it related to the ews, 1O prevent Scandals, 
and Schi/ms, tome to the Gentiles, 0 keep ’em trom Idola- 
wry, others to both, among whom tudovicus Capellus, 
and to his Opinion we are induced to tublerbe by thefe 
following arguments. That the eating of Blood, we. 
was foibidden by the Apotftles leat Scandals fhould be 
given to the Fews, and they thereby be tempred to 
Apoltarize trom Chriltianity, appears plainto us from 
the occufiun of the Council, to ne Expreffions of St. James 
init, andthe Pra@ice and Writings ot St. Paul, the 
Apottle of the Gentiles. 

The Reaton or the ccking the Council we have in the 
rs Acts 1,2. Certain men which came down from 
Judea taughe the Bretnren aod faid, Except ye be cir- 
cumciz’d after the manner of Moles, ye cannor be faved ; 
on this Se. Paul and Burabis went up to Ferufalem, 
and v. 5. Then arole certain of the Sed of the Pbavilees 
that believed, {aying, ‘trezs needful 10 circumsife them, and 
to command them to keep the Law of Mofes. On which 
the Apoftles and Elders came together, and Se. Peter 
and Sct. Fames ipoke what tollows on that occahon. 
Whence ‘tis plain, that the Council] was abour che 
Fews, and therefore the Decree thereof mufl have fome 
relation unto ‘em. Which in faét ic had, for a Temper 
was found to pleafe both Fews and Gens, neither 
the whole heavy burthen of Ceremonies were exacted 
ot the believirg Gentiles, nor did the Church fpitetully 
deny the prafice of every thing which had betore bin 
in ufe among the J's, but torbad what feem’s_moft 
offenfive to ’em, for peace fake ; among thofe particular 

believing 


believing Gemiles in Antioch, Syria and Cilicts, where 
it feems the d:jpwre was horteft, and the voap-tp hee 
the Fews greateit, and in no other places, nor Gic tills 
Canon oblige any other, as we think we can prove. 
That the Fes were here referr'd to, and the weaned 
‘ewou'd have bin to ‘em had the Gerriles eaten Blood, 
feems allo plaialy imply’d in thele woics of St James 
vy. 21. immediately atrer the Canon: For Wajes of Ora 
time bath ia every City ‘ of Syria ana Cuicia v. 23.) 
then roat preach bim, bemmg read in the Synagogues eve- 
ry Sabbazs day. Now where's the Connexion, or wiat 
reafon of the [ For Afofes } did not tie Prooitive 
of Bleed, Orc. relate to the ocindal woica the yews 
wou'd tube trom the Chrijfians eating Blad, &c. Wao 
hear'd it 1 
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' P orhet se meani.e of tell 

their gress Prophet. Tae MeaniuP Or Cr.ell 
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being jandalizd, is, that theieby they wou'd take oc- 
cagoiof fumbling, fall away to Idolatry, os the like, 
ou { and Enmity to the Gentle Chriftians tor 
Drv ak be e Law ot ” at ¢ ere wu . ler 
na! Scbiru, no Chu no protherly Love among them. 
To prevent which, the Caurch did not alter out con- 
tinud iuch wioljome and inoffenfive Ujages 2s Migat be 


of pencial beneht, as all theie tour were both to Tix 
and. Gemie. ‘ 
And St. Pau! went yet farther, becoming as he fays, 
all chings to all men, tothe Fews a Few, even circum- 
cifing Timuln, whote Father was a Greck, af el this de- 
cree 16 Aéts t. And fursfiirg himielr in the lempie, 
fer no other Keaton, but becaufe many of the Few 
which believ'd were zealous ot the Law, ac. Crap- 
ter 21. 20. This leems alio clear from his Writings, 
Rom. 14. where dilcourfing of difference of Meits, V. 13. 
he jays, Let mo Man put a jtumbling block (a {candal ) o 
an occafinto fall in bis Brothers way. It thy Brother be 
griev'd with thy Meat, now walkeft thou not charitably, 


let us follow after the Things which make tor Peace, and 

5. 5,6. The God of Pasience, grant you to be like minded 
’ 7 | 

one towerd anotber. Recerve ye one another. All which 


feems to relate to the {ame Argument. The Apettle 
wou'd not have the Gentiles icandalize the Fews, tho he 
a! along owns them in the right, and that they might 
nfe or mot ule chofe indifferent things, fo ‘twas without of- 
fence, even Meats offerd to Idols. But how then do’sthis 
agree with the Canon at Ferufalem. We know but one 
way of clearing it. That Canon was only directed as be- 
fore, tothe Gentile Chriftians of Antioch, Syria, and Ci- 
licit, where the Fews liv'd in great abundance, but 
reacat not thofe in Greece or Isaly, Corinth, Or Rome, 
where the Geasle Chriftians were many more than the 
Jews, and the Diffentions and Scandals, chat fuch Pra- 
Gices wou'd occafion, not it feems of fo large an influ- 
ence and il Conf quence as nearer home ; however not fo 
exprefly provided againft, otherwife why was not thar 
Canon direfed co all che Chri/:tan World, like the Gereral 
Epiftles ? Why did Sr. Paut tell chofe of Rome and Cc. 
rinth chat they might a@ contrary to it, unlefs in che 
Cale of Scandal ? Why did he not urge this Caen to de- 
ter ‘em abfolutely from any fuch Praétices, which was 
mafe by all che Apoftles, and promulg’d by Sr. Paul him- 
felt, Anno Chrifti st. at tarcheft, as Bifhop Barlow ob- 
ferves, whereas this Epiftle co the Corinsbizas was not 
writtea ‘till ¢4. nor that coche Romans ‘till s5. as Dr. 
Hanenced upon them. 

And if thele were fome of the Reafons why ehis Ca- 
non was made, the Jews being more zealous againit 
eating Bloed than other Ceremonies, becaule fo often 
and plainly torbidden by Mofs, then it was not from 
the Law of Nusure, or any pofitive Law, grounded on 
Landing and perpetus! Reafon. 

But this Canon was ufeful co che Gentiles, as well as 
Jews, politively obliging thofe Churches to whom ‘twas 
directed, and the Subfiance of it being preft, and from 
the fame temporary Realon, avoiding of Scandal, even 
oa thole of Rome and Corinth, whom the Canon feems 
noe to have reacht, eating and drinking ot Blood were 
the Ceremonies us'd at the Sacrifice of the Heathen, not 
only by the Scvtbians, but even the Romans as Grotius ob- 
ferves, and Ladansius, that Geass Blood was drunk at the 
Frajts ot Bacchus; nay it feems firft to have been the 
Bload ot Men, fisce they were Sacrific'd to him, ei! 
Geats were Subjfisused in their Room. 

This was an ancient Cuftom, for where we read, 


Eek. 33. They poured out Blood, the Syriack has fe, 
they drank it, and their drink offerings of Blood were 
the fame thing, and when the World grew too nice 
for iuch Barbirssies, they either pour'd out the Blood by 
them when they eat the Sacrifices, or eile eat it Boyt’, 
and mix’d with Afear, Spices, Sco. which Tertultian calls 
Batulos cruore diffentss, to which Fuvenal’s exta & can- 
diduli Divina tomaculs porci — icem near aly'd, Sawje- 
ges, aswell as Black-puidings being tecrincd to Idols. 

Now the Reaion, why Beood, was facrijied (as by 
Bials Priefts, their ewa ) and why ‘twas eaten by the 
Heathens. Maimonides tells was this, in his Ditlertatioa 
concerning the Zaby, They did’ eat Blood, lays he, at 
their Sacrifices, believing ic the Food of Demons, and that 

hoever eat it was their Brosher and Friend, as teeding 
ether atone Table, and even Porpbyus tances, that the 
Daemons grow Fat on the Steams of the Sacrifices, and 
the Saveur of Fled and Blood, whence Drydens Meximia. 
Of have you lean’d their hungry Noltrils down, and 
Luciase brings in the Heathen Gods jucking up Bleed like 
Flies (fure Belrebub muft be at the Head of ’em ) and 
A:oenag ras calls their Daemons = OUY MAY Oly Likers 
up of Liood. And Origen lays, nusis users O70. we 
know no other way of feeding with Devils, then if any 
eat the Intrails [ Exta ] of the ims, and drink of the 
Wine whereof an Offering has been made tothe Devils, 
andin a!l our Stories of Witches, their Familiars tuck 
the'r Blood. But Wine came afrerward in the Room of 
Blood, when they had found the way of eating icin their 
Sacrifices, 

And more than all this, the Apoftle feems fairly te 
conim it, for {peaking of eating things lacrific’d to Idols 
in esSaacio inthe Idols Temple, (riorina Friends Houfe) 
he adds, The Gensiles Sacrifice to Devils, and | wou'd 
not ye fhou'd have Fellowfhip wich Devils, ye cannoe 
drink the Cup of the Lord and the Cup of Devils. And 
Laftly, tn Lev. 17.7. Atter command to {prinkle che 
Bloed of the Sacrifice on the Alrar, its 2dded, and they 
fha!i no more offer their Sacrifice to Devils, alter whom 
they have gone a /#horing. From all which we inferr, 
that eating Blood was an Idolelatrical Rite, and the Chri- 
ftians were thereby in danger of being feduc'd to Heatbe- 
nifm, for which Realons, ‘cwas at that time inbibised, as 
to the fews of Old. Therefore Idolstry ceafing, che Rea 
fon alin ceafes, and the Law no longer obliges, and on 
the other fie, there’s no further hopes of prevailing on 
the Jews ( who are now but proportionably few to the 
Chriltians) if we fhou’d fill comply with em. Nor is 
there any fear now of giving a proper Offence or Scandal 
to any Chriftians, fo that they fhou’d turn Heathens, be. 
caufe thofe Rites are long fince difus’d. The Neceffity 
therefore was only for that Time, and that Place. Fore 
nication is mention’d with it, becaufe a part of the Hea. 
thens Religious Worfhip. So Succoth Rencth, Baal-Peor, 
the F.ws with their Golden Calt, Bona Dea, Eleufmia 
Sana, andalmoft all the reft of their Immortal Whores and 
Whoremajiers, fee Epitt. of Jer. v.43. and toremention’d 
Lev. 17.7. andthe Apoftle all along fuits Idolatry, a 
Uncleannejs together. Nor is there any confequence, that 
becaufe plac’d with eating Blcod, &c. they are of che 
lame Nature, 1. Eating things Sacrific’d to Idols is in ie 
felt Indiff-rent, as before. 2. Becaufe Things in them- 
felves indifferent and really Sinful are join'd in feveral 
piaces of the Scriptures ; to inftance but in one much 
like this, Ezek. 18. 6. ec. where keeping a Pledge, tae 
king Increafe, 8¢c. are join’d with Idolatry and Adultery. 

As tor the Fathers and Primitive Church, the Cafe is al- 
ter’d, as before, fince the fal! of Fusaifm and Heathenifm. 
It's true, S2lmafius tells us "twas thought unlawful here 
in Brittain as low as the Age otf Beda, but all know the 
greatelt part of the Nation were then Heathens ; and lon 
before him, St. Auflintellsus, that thefe who ferup 
to eat things /trangled ( which have their Blood in ‘em) 
as Hares, or Rabbits kill’d witha flroke in the Neck, or 
taken by Dogs, as Tertullian and others did, they were 
in his time daugh'd <> by all the World. Andin Effe& 
the Greek, and no Church now refufes it befides Exhiopick. 

From all which, we think we may conclude, chat the 
Prohibition ot fome of the Gentiles eating Blood, as well 
as things jtrangled and facriffced to Idols, was only Tempe 
rary, to prevent the Fews and Gemsiles falling away from 
the Faich, and therefore that ’tis as Jawful to eat Blood 85 


any other fear, Q. E. D. 
——j 
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